A Teacher’s Guide to
Everybody Needs a Home Outreach &
Animal Habitats Discovery Lesson
Grades Pre-K -2

DeSCI‘iptiOI’l Food, water, shelter, and space- all creatures adadbitat that provides these
things. Meet several animals from the differeriteds and discover how these needs are met.
Also explore how animals depend upon and relatm&another within a habitat.

Outcomesstudents will understand that all animals need faosburce of water, a safe
shelter, and space in which to live in their habiteStudents will examine several different
habitats and will recognize that animals need #mesthings humans do to live in their habitats.

Suggested Activities Before Your Outreach/Discoveriesson:

Vocabulary
habitat adaptation
shelter cpa
survive

Create a K-W-L chart about habitats and fill in wiree students already know about
animals’ homes and what they want to know. Leaeg'¥What We Learned...” column
blank and have students fill in new informatioreathe outreach. Discuss the word
“habitat.”

Ask the students to draw a picture of their hoéhat types of things did they include?
Now, ask them to draw an animal’s home. You mayosk an animal for all of the students
to use or you may allow students to choose their amimal. Compare the drawings, and
talk as a class about what is the same and diffetewut the drawings.

Read Anne Mazer’'s Salamander Roasna class. Talk about any pets students in tiss cla
may have. What sorts of things do their pets neduk healthy and happy? Are those needs
any different than the needs of an animal thaslimetside? Are there any other questions
Brian’s mother should ask?

Suggested Activities After Your Outreach/Discoveryesson:

Classroom Activities:

- Discuss the lesson with your students. What n@addr information did they learn? Was
anything confusing? What did they like best? iRillhe final column of the K-W-L chart.
Play “Habitat Grab!” and learn how different aniséhd food, water, shelter and space in
different habitats. See attached Everybody Neddisnae Activity: Habitat Grabtor
directions and materials.




As a class, choose a habitat (pond, desert, faesn, city, etc.). Then, allow each student
to choose an animal that lives in that habitatrnTthe classroom into an ideal habitat.
Decorate the walls with the appropriate food, weathelter, and space so that each animal
can live successfully in the habitat you have @@atTalk about how some of the animals in
your habitat might eat the other animals in thetab Discuss the interdependence of all of
the animals and plants. Discuss how all habitatsn those with dramatically different
inhabitants, have a similar food chain

See attached Everybody Needs a Home Activity: Biesran activity that allows students to
examine how different species of bears adapt fereifit habitats.

Homework Assignments:
Try the Everybody Needs a Home Crossword (attached yeinforce vocabulary concepts.

Interdisciplinary Activities:

- Color the attached illustrations of animals fromdiie of Pennsylvania
(http://www.pgc.state.pa.usGo to the “Education” link off the home page,rththe
coloring book is under “Wildlife for Kids”) Talk ajut the habitat in which each animal
lives. Then, draw and color a picture of that tetbi Label the food, water, and shelter.
Try the attached “You can count on these cool a#litfor a counting activity that places
different animals in their proper habitat.

Writing/Drawing Prompts:
My perfect habitat would have...
Some things that | can do to help save the raistaee...
| am a_(an animal of the student’s choosindvery day I...

Class Project Ideas:
Write and perform a play that would show the réghe school what you have learned about
animal habitats. Choose one habitat and inclufferdnt animals that live in that habitat. Be
sure to show how those animals find food, wateg|tesh and space in that habitat. Invite
other classes to see your play and encourage thasktquestions about habitats after the
performance.
Get involved! As a class, take action and helgsaome of the amazing habitats all around
the world. Talk about how sometimes “space” istthalest thing for animals to find in their
habitats. As a class, choose an endangered habhliah, agree on a way to raise money to
donate to an environmental foundation. Some sugddsundations are The World Wildlife
Fund @ttp://www.worldwildlife.org and The Rainforest Alliancétfp://www.rainforest-

alliance.org

Resources for Students
- Under the Seélrhe Ecossytems Xplorer) by Nicholas Harris
Into the Rainforesf{The Ecossytems Xplorer) Nicholas Harris
Winter's Tale : An Original Pop-up Journday Robert Sabuda
Join Miss Frizzle and the Magic School Bus gang@agt “The Great Habitat Match-up” at
http://www.scholastic.com/magicschoolbus/

Eyewitness: Ocearby Miranda, MacQuitty, Frank Greenaway




Eyewitness: Deserby Miranda MacQuitty
Eyewitness: Pond & Rivdyy Steve Parker
Visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s website to plagat games and learn about a tide pool
habitat and see how different fish find foadheir habitats (and see some very cool video of
the fish actually doing just that in the odgahttp://www.mbayaq.orgearch under
“Activities, Games, and Music”
Jungle (Eyewitness Bookby Theresa Greenaway
Eyewitness: Seashorey Steve Parker
- Check out Dragonfly TV for a look at how two kidss} like you investigate how cheetahs
find food in their African habitathttp://pbskids.org/dragonflyt€lick on “Living Things” and
then “Cheetahs”
The Magic School Bus Hops Home: A Book About AnirHabitats
by Joanna Cole

Additional Resources for Educators

Visit http://www.wildlifehc.org/home.cfnfior helpful info on creating your own backyard
habitat

For great information on different habitats arotmel world- complete with wonderful
pictures and examples of some common questiond ahob habitat- go to
http://www.mbgnet.net/

Last Child in the Woodsy Richard Louv. This is a wonderful book for aaducator who
wants to bring nature back into the classroom.

Janice Van Cleave’s Animals: Mind-Boggling ExperimteeYou Can Turn into Science Fair
Projects by Janice VanCleave (general animal resource)

How Nature Works (How It Workd)y David Burnie (general animal resource)

A Dictionary of Nature: 2,000 Key Words Arrangedehmaticallyby David Burnie (general
animal resource)

AAAS’s Project 2061 Benchmarks
5. The Living Environment: Interdependence of Life
5. The Living Environment: The Evolution of Life
Pennsylvania Academic Standards in Environment andcology
4.6.4
4.7.4
New Jersey Standards
5.10. A1



Everybody Needs a Home Activity: Habitat Grab!
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Everybody Needs a Home Activities: Bears
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(Adapted from “What Bear Goes Where?” found in Project Wild: K-12 Curriculum and Activity
Guide)
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