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FASCINATING FACTS IN
AMAZON VOYAGE: VICIOUS FISHES AND OTHER RICHES, JUNE 2-DEC. 31, 2007 
PHILADELPHIA —Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches is a window into life in and on the “hottest big river on the planet” to quote one of the exhibitions’ consultants, Dr. John Lundberg, Curator of Ichthyology (study of fishes) at The Academy of Natural Sciences.

The Amazon is home to more than 2,000 freshwater fish species, and still more species are being described by scientists. Here are some fascinating facts about the Amazon and its vicious fishes that visitors to the exhibition will learn:
Piranhas do bite, but they usually bite other fish, not people. There are more than 30 species of piranhas in the Amazon but none of them eat humans.

There are more than 800 species of catfish in the Amazon, some as large as an adult human and others so small you need a magnifying lens to see them.

Catfish use some amazing strategies to survive: some eat wood, some have armor, some look like twigs, some breathe through their skin.

Some electric eels in the Amazon discharge 600 volts of electricity, enough to power a trolley car, to stun prey and protect themselves from predators.

At the peak of the Amazonian wet season, floods cover an area the size of California. Fish swim through the branches of trees and boats are paddled through the lower branches of the forest canopy.

Like other mighty rivers on the planet, parts of the Amazon is threatened by poaching, logging, mining, commercial fishing, damming, ranching and agricultural practices.

Riverboats are an indispensable mainstay of the Amazon economy, where boats are used as cars and rivers are highways. 

Amazon Voyage is free with museum admission. The exhibition was produced by the Miami Museum of Science and Planetarium and was made possible with support from the National Science Foundation.
# # #
The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and until 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12 and students with college I.D., $8.25 for seniors and military personnel, and free for children under 3. There is a $2 fee for Butterflies!
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