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AMAZON VOYAGE: VICIOUS FISHES AND OTHER RICHES, JUNE 2–Dec. 31

PHILADELPHIA —Stick your head in a fish tank, watch stingrays play hide and seek and hear what scientists have to say about the hottest place on earth for fish diversity—the Amazon River—when The Academy of Natural Sciences’ newest exhibition, Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches, opens Saturday, June 2.

Amazon Voyage takes visitors on an amazing journey to explore the relationships among the world’s most biologically diverse river, its flooded forests, its aquatic fauna, and the people who live nearby. The exhibit was created for families with children and is in both English and Spanish.

Amazon Voyage features a look at amazing creatures including the notorious piranha, enormous anacondas, endangered caimans, diverse catfish and mysterious pink dolphins. Through hands-on interactive stations, bilingual interpretation, multimedia presentations and live fish in aquariums, visitors will learn about the incredible biodiversity of the Amazon, encounter field researchers making new discoveries—including Academy scientists Drs. John Lundberg and Wasila Dahdul—and participate in a celebration of the Amazon River.
“The Amazon River, with its diverse wildlife and peoples, is a vibrant, fascinating story of diversity,” said Academy President and CEO Dr. William Brown, who has lived in Brazil. “We are thrilled to be able to share the mysteries of the Amazon with our visitors through this fun and educational exhibition. We also are pleased to showcase the research of our own scientists.”

Highlights of the exhibition include live freshwater stingrays; an aquarium with a glass bubble where visitors can insert their head for a close-up view of tropical fish; the Victoria Amazonica, a real-life riverboat; bilingual films of scientists explaining their field research; and a stage where people can dance to Brazilian music. For more, see www.ansp.org/amazon.
Amazon Voyage, on view through Dec. 31, is free with museum admission. It was produced by the Miami Museum of Science & Planetarium and was made possible with support from the National Science Foundation.
# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and weekends until 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12, students with college I.D. and military personnel, $8.25 for seniors, and free for children under 3. There is an additional $2 fee for Butterflies.
The Academy of Natural Sciences is Philadelphia’s natural history museum and a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research. The mission of the Academy is to create the basis for a healthy and sustainable planet through exploration, research and education.
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