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 ACADEMY HOSTS MAYORAL CANDIDATES FORUM ON THE NEXT GREAT CITY

PHILADELPHIA—The Academy of Natural Sciences will host a mayoral candidates forum on Thursday, Feb. 15, at which the candidates will discuss their long-term vision for making Philadelphia “the next great city.” The program is sponsored by the Academy’s Town Square program and the partner organizations of the Urban Sustainability Forum.

With the mayor’s race heating up, the main issues of the campaign are already bubbling to the surface: crime, education, taxes. This forum is an opportunity to address another issue of importance: a long-term vision for the city. The candidates have been asked to discuss what they will do to make Philadelphia the “greenest, most sustainable city in America.”

“As a world leader in environmental research and education, the Academy is thrilled to be a conduit for regional discussions on this great city’s future,” said Academy President and CEO Dr. William Brown. “We are all eager to hear what our mayoral candidates will do, if elected, to push the city to make greater strides in protecting the environment.”

The forum comes on the heels of a report by a coalition of groups committed to creating a positive future for Philadelphia through various initiatives. The report (www.nextgreatcity.com), sponsored by The Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future (PennFuture), itemizes 10 steps that can be taken by the new mayor to improve quality of life. Moderator Flavia Colgan, an MSNBC commentator, Daily News editorial board member and Citizen Hunter blogger, will lead the discussion. Candidates scheduled to participate so far are Michael Nutter, Chaka Fattah, Dwight Evans and Tom Knox.

The event is free and open to the public, however reservations are no longer being accepted.  Without a reservation, seating cannot be guaranteed. The program begins at 6:30 p.m. The event also will be webcast live to locations in the city and in Ambler. The public can watch the forum and submit questions to the candidates. The Philadelphia locations are: Honickman Center, 1936 N. Judson St.; Temple University, Tuttleman Hall, Room 105, 1801 N. Broad St.; Mercy Neighborhood Ministries, 3535 N.19th St.; Germantown Friends School, 31 W. Coulter St.; Chestnut Hill College, 9601 Germantown Ave.; The Enterprise Center, 4548 Market St.; Holy Family University,  9801 Frankford Ave. in the John Perzel Education Technology Center Auditorium; Annunciation High School, 1150 Wharton St., Room 17; and Temple University, Learning Center Room 206, 580 Meetinghouse Road, Ambler.

-more-
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The Urban Sustainability Forum is a collaboration of local organizations and government agencies working together to raise public awareness of critical urban issues. Forum events are hosted by the Town Square program and held the third Thursday of each month in the Academy auditorium.  
# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and weekends until 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12, students with college I.D. and military personnel, $8.25 for seniors, and free for children under 3. There is an additional $2 fee for Butterflies!
The Academy of Natural Sciences is Philadelphia’s natural history museum and a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research. The mission of the Academy is to create the basis for a healthy and sustainable planet through exploration, research and education.
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