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 RUTH PATRICK TO RECEIVE

STATE CONSERVATION AWARD   

 Dr. Ruth Patrick, who has championed environmental protection and resource conservation for more than six decades, will receive the 2006 Ralph W. Abele Conservation Heritage Award from the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission
Dr. Patrick, the namesake of the Academy’s Patrick Center for Environmental Research, holds the center’s  Francis Boyer Chair of Limnology.

Her pioneering research proved that biological diversity is a fundamental yardstick for measuring water quality. Dubbed “the Patrick Principle,” it has provided a worldwide standard for environmental science and management. In addition, Dr. Patrick’s groundbreaking work in microscopic diatoms established their use in assessing water quality.

In Pennsylvania, her studies in the Tinicum Marsh confirmed the value of tidal wetlands in ensuring water quality. 

Dr. Patrick, 99, holds more than 25 honorary degrees and is a member of the National Academy of Sciences. She was a scientific advisor to presidents Lyndon Johnson and Ronald Reagan and, in 1995, received the National Science Medal from President Bill Clinton.

 
The Abele award, the highest recognition the commission can confer, recognizes Pennsylvania citizens who have made outstanding contributions to the protection, conservation and enhancement of the  commonwealth’s the aquatic resources.

The award will be presented Monday, Jan. 22, at the commission headquarters in Harrisburg.

# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and until 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12, students with college I.D., seniors 65 and over, and military personnel. Free for children under 3.

The Academy of Natural Sciences, an international museum of natural history operating since 1812, undertakes research and public education that focuses on the environment and its diverse species. The mission of the Academy is to create the basis for a healthy and sustainable planet through exploration, research and education.
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