       [image: image1.jpg]WWW.ansp.org



                                    

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July-September 2008
PHILADELPHIA—Insects galore highlight a summer of fun and learning adventures at The Academy of Natural Sciences, where science is naturally fun.


Visitors will enjoy an August Bug Fest and a summer-long exhibit featuring the amazing story of a friar who came to be known as the father of modern genetics. Don’t miss out on the fun at the oldest natural history museum in the Americas.
 The following activities are free with museum admission:
Exhibition

“GREGOR MENDEL: PLANTING THE SEEDS OF GENETICS”

May 24 − September 28, 2008

Learn the dramatic story of the brilliant 19th century friar who became the father of modern genetics. Recreate Gregor Mendel’s famous pea experiment to discover the laws of heredity and meet modern scientists on the cutting edge of genetics. See the real thing: Mendel’s botanical specimens, scientific instruments, correspondence and gardening tools. Videos and hands-on interactive elements make the fundamentals of genetics accessible to everyone. Presented by Villanova University and The Academy of Natural Sciences.

GREGOR MENDEL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Saturday and Sunday, July 19−20

Celebrate the birthday of Gregor Mendel, the father of modern genetics, born July 22, 1822 in what is now the Czech Republic. Mendel is the subject of the Academy’s current exhibit “Gregor Mendel: Planting the Seeds of Genetics.” Interactive presentations will highlight genetic research conducted by scientists at the Academy. Find out the key role genes play in our everyday lives. Naturalists will present live animal shows and there will be arts and crafts for all.
-more-
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BUG FEST

Saturday and Sunday, August 16−17

The Academy of Natural Sciences will be crawling with insects of every size, shape and color imaginable during Bug Fest. Learn the important role insects play in the environment. See some of the wonders of the Academy’s research collection of tens of thousands of insect specimens. Enjoy presentations with live insects, arts and crafts and more.
# # #

The Academy is located at 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway and is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and weekends until 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for children ages 3-12, seniors, college students with I.D. and military personnel, and free for Members and children under 3. There is an additional $2 entry fee for “Butterflies!”
Founded in 1812, The Academy of Natural Sciences is the oldest natural science research institution and museum In the Americas and is a world leader in biodiversity and environmental research. The mission of the Academy is the encouragement and cultivation of the sciences.
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